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February 1, 2007 – January 31, 2008 
 
2007 Highlights 
 
A redesigned timbrel magazine became reality in our July-August 2007 issue. In 
an effort to release the power of story into women’s lives, the staff of Mennonite 
Women USA redesigned timbrel, adding more stories, a Bible study and full 
color. The bi-monthly magazine now offers a discounted group rate for 10 or 
more persons who subscribe together. The magazine strives to attract and meet 
needs of readers of all ages. 
 
 

In 2007, we received the gift of a face-to-face visit in 
our *Sister-Link  relationship with the African 
Anabaptist Women Theologians (AAWT). 
Representing MW USA in our commitment to 
provide scholarships and walk together as sister 
organizations, executive director Rhoda Keener 
attended the November gathering in Congo of the 
AAWT committee. Carrying greetings from pen pals 
in North America, she returned with gifts and 
greetings from the AAWT members for their friends. 
This Sister-Link partners with Mennonite World 
Conference.   
*Contact our office for a report on additional Sister-Links. 

 
 
The 2007 Bible study guide, second in a trilogy on time, talent and treasure – 
Freely You Have Received, Freely Give – was created as a resource for 
women’s groups. The MW conference leaders annual meeting – Preparing, 
Resourcing, Encouraging, Praising – held in Hesston, Kansas in February 
was attended by women from 14 conferences. The theme “Listening with 
Love” highlighted the ways women grow and impact the church by sharing 
their faith stories. 
 

 
International Women’s Fund scholarships help women around the world receive 
church leadership training.  Recipients in 2007 included: Elizabeth Vado 
(Nicaragua); Patricia Rosero, Viviana Machuca and Yesenia Avila (Colombia); 
Millicent Mboyo (Tanzania); Monica Parada (Chile); Emilia Amexo (Ghana); 
Sandra Campos, Costa Rica; Rosario Rosales (pictured), and Albania Molina 
(Honduras); and four women selected by the AAWT committee.  

  
 
 
The San Jose Assembly women’s dinner featured a new column 
in the redesigned timbrel – Three Windows, Three Women. 
Juanita Nunez, Nekeisha Alexis-Baker and Lee Snyder each spoke 
on “How I Live the Call.” 



 
Mennonite Women USA financial report 

February 1, 2007-January 31, 2008 (fiscal year) 
 
Income 
Contributions              $139,841 
 Groups, churches, and conferences: $71,788 
 Individuals:  $68,053 
Grant income:                          4,400 
Miscellaneous and interest income               2,313 
Publication income total:                   52,618 
 Timbrel subscriptions       $49,110 
     -Total paid and gift subscriptions, 1/31/08 -4,740 
 Bible study guide/Women Together     $  2,305       
 Canadian Women in Mission publication partnership    $  1,203 
Total             $199,172 
Transferred: former grants, donor and board designated funds          19,218 
Total:             $218,390 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Expenses 
Resources for women                 $109,629 
 -Support and networking for group leaders and regional retreats, annual conference leaders’ week-end  
 -Women in Conversation retreats, Assembly events for women Constituency Leadership Council   
 -Board of directors guidance with cultural, racial, and geographic diversity  
 -International Women’s Fund administration, Sister-Link connections 
 -Postcard & Prayer e-letters, Web Site resources – www.MennoniteWomenUSA.org 
 -African Anabaptist Women Theologians (AAWT) and Latin American women mtgs. expenses  
Publication resources (timbrel, Bible study guide)             $94,137 
Scholarships - International Women’s Fund and AAWT designated women     $12,140 
Mennonite Church USA Firstfruits funding and Archiv es                                   2,700 
Total                                    $218,606 
Income listed above set aside for future use           (2,325) 
Net decrease in undesignated reserve funds           (2,541) 
Current cash reserves are at $66,280 (about 3.5 months operating expenses).  
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     2000-01   2001-02     2002-03      2003-04       2004-05     2005-06 2006-07        2007-08 
     $71,517   $95,760     $87,038       $97,608      $114,838    $124,132         $128,463     $139,841 
     3% Individual   8% Ind.     12% Ind.     25% Ind. 33% Ind.     39% Ind. 41% Ind.      49% Ind. 
     97% Groups   92% Gr.     88% Gr.      75% Gr. 67% Gr.      61% Gr. 59% Gr.       51% Gr. 

    
  
 
 

100 Lydias 
The Lydia Circle began in 2003 as a response to increased funding needs 
for Mennonite Women USA.  The Lydia Circle is comprised of 
individuals who contribute $500 or more per year to the ministry of 
Mennonite Women USA.   Since its beginning, 100 persons have given at 
the Lydia level.  In 2007-08, new and continuing Lydia Circle gifts were 
donated by 63 persons/households.   
 

 
The Miriam Circle was begun in 2006 to encourage groups of women to give and purchase 
timbrel subscriptions at the level of $1,000 or more per year.  A total of 18 groups and churches 
have given at this level since its beginning, with 13 in 2007-08. 
 
Projected budget needs for 08-09: $218,267  

 
 

 
Our mission at Mennonite Women USA is to resource women’s groups and individuals as 
we: nurture our life in Christ, study the Bible, utilize our gifts, hear each other and engage in 
mission and service. 
 

Our vision is to promote woman-to-woman links both locally and globally through mission 
and fellowship within our diverse church, embracing women of different backgrounds, and 
encouraging mutual support, discussion, partnership and worship. 

 



 

Guiding Mennonite Women USA 
Board of Directors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From left to right, board president Rebecca Sommers, Goshen, Ind.; vice president Gail Harder, 
Reedley, Calif.; treasurer Jean Kilheffer Hess, East Petersburg, Pa.; secretary Gail Shetler, Goshen, 
Ind.; Editorial Advisory Council (position being filled) 
 
 

 

 
 

 
From left to right, Iglesia Menonite Hispana - Vilma Padilla, Goshen, Ind.; African American 
Mennonite Association - Cora L. Brown, Elkhart, Ind.; West Coast - Carolyn Holderread Heggen, 
Corvallis, Ore.; Central States -  Barbara R. Voth, Newton, Kan.; Great Lakes - Regina Shands 
Stoltzfus, Elkhart, Ind.; and East Coast - Evie Hertzler, Harrisonburg, Va. 

 
 

Staff 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From left to right, executive director, Rhoda Keener, Shippensburg, Pa.; editor beginning May 
15, Patricia Wells Burdette, Butler, Ohio; editor through April 30, Laurie Oswald Robinson, 
Newton, Kan.(not pictured); administrative assistant, Berni Kaufman, Moundridge, Kan.; and 
projects and volunteer coordinator, Lois Loflin, Halstead, Kan. 
 
Mennonite Women USA 
PO Box 347, 722 N Main St, Newton, KS; 
Tel. 316-283-5100 
E-mail office@mennonitewomenusa.org 


